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Introduction to Band Skills and Sequencing

Chord Two or more notes played at the same time
Riff A short repeated pattern
Bass line Lowest pitched part
Passing notes Notes played between notes from a chord, usually in a bass line or melody
Drum fill A different drum beat usually played just before a new section in a song
starts
Roll Rapidly played beats on a drum
Strumming Playing strings on a guitar by sweeping across several strings at once
Picking Playing one string at a time on a guitar
Slides Moving gradually from one note to the next
Contrast Difference
Independent 1. Repeat
practice skills 2. Slow it down
3. Play the hardest part first
Ensemble rehearsal 1. Listen
skills 2. Only play when everyone plays
3. Lost? Stop, listen and come back in.

Instrumental Parts

Guitar techniques

Strumming, picking, slides

Guitar parts

Slides, riff, chords

Bass techniques

Slap bass, picking

Bass parts Bass line, passing notes

Piano techniques Pedalling, broken chords, block chords

Piano parts Chords, bass lines, riffs, melodies, harmonies
Vocal techniques Vibrato, melisma

Vocal parts Melody, harmony, ad libs, rapping

Drum techniques Roll, fill,

Drum parts Common drum rhythm:

Hi-hat — quavers
Snare drum — plays on beats 2 and 4
Bass drum — plays on beats 1 and 3

Music Technology

Sequencer Software that records, edits and plays back music
Edit Changing parts to improve them

Quantise Mechanically forcing notes in time with the pulse
Loop Repeating a section electronically

Copy and paste

Taking a replica of a section and putting it somewhere else

Trim

Shortening a recorded section

Split Cutting a recorded section in to two
Midi Electronic musical communication system
Audio Recording of live sound

Musical Structure

Chorus

Section of the song that repeats. Usually has a higher pitch and thicker
texture.

Verse

Section of the song that tells the story. Lyrics change.

Curriculum




Curriculum

Intro Section of a song before the singer or main melody begins
Outro Section of a song at the end after the main melody ends
Bridge/middle 8 Contrasting section preparing for the return of the chorus
Contrast Difference

Musical Elements

Articulation How the notes are played: legato and staccato

Structure The sections in a piece of music

Dynamics How loud the music is

Rhythms How long or short the notes are

Pitch How high or low the music is

Tempo How fast or slow the music is

Texture How many parts are playing: thick or thin




