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Knowledge Organiser Focus: Macbeth

• GCSE English Literature Paper 1 
Section A

• How did Shakespeare structure his tragedies so that the audience were not surprised?
• Why did Shakespeare write the play Macbeth?  What was one of his intentions?

BBC bitesize –
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics
Other Shakespearean plays – King Lear, 
Hamlet, Othello

• Structure of Shakespearian tragedies
• Aristotelian perspective of the tragic 

hero
• Presentation of tragic heroes

• Year 10 ‘Versatile Vocabulary.’

English Language: 
• Sentence Demarcation
• Speech Punctuation
• Paragraphing
• Writing Practice

• Fictional writing

• ‘Versatile vocabulary’ introduced in 
years 7-9

• Structure of analytical paragraphs 

• Contextual knowledge of Shakespeare 
and the Elizabethan and Jacobean eras

• The conventions of Tragedy

• Characteristics of heroes and villains 

Versatile Vocabulary: Year 10 and Year 11
From feudalism to fighting for freedom: contending with rules, stories and patterns

Something concrete is definite, solid and real. concrete abstract Something abstract is not physical; based on ideas.

Order exists when everything is in the correct or expected place order chaos Chaos is a state of complete disorder and confusion.

If something is secure, it is strong and difficult to damage. secure vulnerable If something is vulnerable, it is easy to harm and is fragile.

If someone is dogmatic, they are stubborn and unchangeable. dogmatic malleable
If someone or something is malleable, it can be changed and is 

flexible
You use constant to describe something that happens all the time 

or is always there. constant volatile
A situation that is volatile is likely to change suddenly and 

unexpectedly.

Something intermittent happens every so often. intermittent perpetual Something perpetual never ends or changes.

If something is tangible, it can be felt, seen or noticed. tangible intangible Something that is intangible can’t be measured or felt.

Something physical can be touched and seen. physical metaphysical Something metaphysical does not have a body or substance.

Natural behaviour is shared by all people or all animals and has 

not been learned. natural supernatural
Something supernatural is beyond laws of nature. It is 

impossible that it exists.

Something normal is expected, logical and usual. normal abnormal Something abnormal is beyond or different to what is expected.

The literal meaning of a word is its original, basic or true 

meaning. literal metaphorical
The metaphorical meaning of a word or phrase is what it 

suggests.
Rational decisions and thoughts are based on reason and logic 

rather than on emotion. rational emotional An emotional decision is concerned with emotions and feelings.

Something permanent lasts forever. permanent ephemeral Something ephemeral lasts for a short time; it is temporary.

If someone or something reinforces a feeling or situation, it 

makes it stronger. reinforce transgress
If someone transgresses, they break or go against a moral law 

or a rule of behaviour.
A moral person behaves in a way that is believed by most people 

to be good and right. moral immoral
If you describe someone or their behaviour as immoral, their 

behaviour is wrong.
If you describe a person in authority as benevolent, they are kind 

and fair. benevolent malevolent A malevolent person deliberately tries to cause harm or evil.

If you describe someone as credulous, they are believe what 

people tell them and are gullible. credulous duplicitous Someone who is duplicitous lies and is two-faced.

The interior or something or someone is its inside. interior exterior The exterior of someone or something is its inside.

Someone innocent has no knowledge of the more unpleasant 

aspects of life. innocent corrupt
Someone who is corrupt behaves in a way that is wrong, often 

in return for power.

Something that is inferior is not as good as something else. inferior to superior to Something that is inferior is not as good as something else.

A utopia is a world where society is impossibly perfect. utopia dystopia
A dystopia is an imaginary place where everything is as bad as it 

can be.

Something that is static does not move or change. static active Someone of something that is active moves around a lot.

A creature's prey are the creatures that it hunts and eats in order 

to live. prey predator A predator is an animal that kills and eats other animals.

If you say that something is comforting, you mean it makes you 

feel less worried. comforting unsettling
If you describe something as unsettling, you mean that it makes 

you feel worried.
If you describe someone as liberated, you mean that they have 

been freed. liberated imprisoned If someone is imprisoned, they are locked up or trapped.

If you say that there is a paucity of something, you mean that 

there is not enough of it. paucity excess
An excess of something is a larger amount than is needed, 

allowed, or usual.
A philanthropic person or organization freely gives money or 

kindness to people who need it. philanthropic misanthropic
If you describe a person as misanthropic, you mean that they do 

not like other people.
If you describe something as banal, you do not like it because you 

think that that it is dull and boring. banal idiosyncratic
If you describe someone or something as idiosyncratic, you 

mean that it is unusual.
Homogeneous is used to describe a group or thing which has 

members or parts that are all the same. homogeneous heterogeneous
A heterogeneous group consists of many different types of 

things or people.

Something that is finite has a fixed size or end. finite infinite Something that is infinite lasts forever; it has no end.






