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SCIENCE NEWS

THE news that really blew our minds this week is that our planet 
now has two moons.

And if that’s not enough to rock your socks, this sneaky second moon has 
been up there for three whole years! 

The new mini-moon was spotted last month by researchers in 
Arizona, USA.

It measures about 2–3.5 metres across – about the same size as a small 
car. It orbits (circles) the Earth once every 47 days. Sadly, it’s too small to 
be seen by the naked eye.

It’s thought that the mini-moon is an asteroid that was pulled into orbit by 
Earth’s gravity.  

It follows an unusual path and travels much further away from Earth than 
our main moon – which is why it hadn’t been spotted until now. 

We may have only just discovered our new moonlet, but it is not going to 

be around for long. It is expected to shoot off into space again by April. 

The mini-moon has been given the exciting name of 2020 CD3. Perhaps 
you can think of a better one?

What is a moon?
Any natural object that orbits a planet is called a moon. Did you know 
Jupiter has 79 known moons?

One of the images that revealed the 
presence of the new mini-moon
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Questions on: ’Earth‘s new moon‘

1) Find the facts about our new moon.
 
    Name: ......................................................

    Size: .........................................................

    Days it takes to circle the Earth: .............

2) What is the mini-moon?
  
   A comet 

   An asteroid 

   A satellite 

3) How did it get here?

4) What word used in the story has a similar meaning
to ‘mini-moon’?

5) What advice would you give to someone hoping to see
the new moon?

6) This science report has been written in a humorous (funny)  
style. Can you find the words or expressions?

1. ......................................................

2. ......................................................

3. ...................................................... 

7) “Sadly, it’s too small to be seen by the naked eye.”
Can you explain what this means?

8) Can you think of a better name for 2020 CD3?
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ANIMAL NEWS

SNAP HAPPY
It's good news for Siamese crocodiles, 
which were once thought to be extinct. Ten 
baby crocs have been spotted in the wild 
in Cambodia.

The hatchlings were discovered at a protected 
part of the Steung Knoung River. Siamese 
crocodiles used to be found throughout the 
rivers, lakes and swamps of mainland Southeast 
Asia. The crocodiles were only rediscovered 
living in the wild in the year 2000. 

SEEING DOUBLE
Workers at an aquarium in Devon were 
shocked to discover two lobsters in a tank 
that usually only contains one!

It turns out that their lobster, Homer, had shed his 
shell, leaving behind a perfect replica of himself!  

Sam Worthington from the aquarium explains: 
“Lobsters moult [shed] their protective outer 
shells in order to grow. It’s hard work – some 
die of exhaustion in the process. As you can see, 
this shell is almost perfect – right down to the 
antennae and the eyes!”

SNAKE SURGERY
Vets in Australia have extracted a giant 
beach towel from the stomach of a pet snake!

The team at the animal hospital were shocked 
when a family brought in their snake and found 
out what it had swallowed. Monty Python is 
three metres long and weighs five kilograms.

First, the vets took a peek inside Monty using a 
device called an endoscope, which is like a long 
wire with a tiny camera on the end. Once they 
could see the towel, they grabbed hold of the 
end and gently pulled the whole thing out!

Afterwards, the team joked: “We are happy to 
report that both Monty and the beach towel 
have lived to see another day.”
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Questions on: ‘Animal News’

1) Can you match the story to the correct country?

Look at the story ‘Snap happy’.

2) Why is this discovery so important?

3) What do you think a ‘hatchling’ is?

Look at the story ‘Seeing double’.

4) What shocked workers at this Devon aquarium one morning?

Their lobster had shed its shell.

It looked as though there were two lobsters in the tank.

Their lobster, Homer, had died.

5) What is a ‘replica’?

An exact copy 

A female lobster

A similar creature

Look at the story ‘Snake surgery’. 

6) What instrument did the vets use to look in the snake’s 
stomach?

7) What did the vets do during and after this operation? 
Put the verbs in the correct order.

grabbed        pulled          joked          looked 
 

Consider all the stories.

8) Which of these stories are you most likely to tell a friend about? 
Why do you want to share it?

Seeing double AUSTRALIA

Snake surgery CAMBODIA

Snap happy UK
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WORLD NEWS
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AUSTRIA
P-OOPS!

A German man 
who was hiking in 
Austria managed 
to start a wildfire 
when he tried to 
cover up his poo! 
The man tried to 
clear up by burning 
his waste, but 
ended up starting 
a fire that took firefighters six hours to put out.

ANTARCTICA
ISLAND UNCOVERED

A new, previously unknown Antarctic island 
has been discovered. The island appeared 
after the glacier (ice sheet) that used to cover 
it melted in high temperatures. The island has 
been named Sif after the Norse goddess who 
was the wife of Thor. Antarctica had record-
breaking high temperatures last month. 

RUSSIA
FREEDIVING RECORD

A Russian freediver has broken the world record  
for swimming under ice. Freediving is diving 
underwater by holding your breath, with no 
tanks of air. Alezey Molchanov had just a thick 
wetsuit and one big flipper for this epic dive. He 
managed to swim 181 metres under a thick sheet 
of ice, breaking the previous world record of 175 
metres. It took him two minutes and 40 seconds. 
Molchanov dedicated the record to his late mother, 
who was also a record-breaking freediver. She 
disappeared during a freedive in 2015.



 

FirstNews      Issue 716    6th – 12th March 2020Four Stories

Questions on: ‘World News’

1) Can you find two links between the stories from Russia and 
Antarctica? 

heat           ice          diving          

discoveries          Thor          records

Look at the news from Austria.

2) This man meant well – what was his good intention?

3) What message do you think firefighters had for the man 
afterwards?

Look at the news from Russia.

4) Alezey broke a world record for diving under ice. What exactly 
was the record for? 

Diving in the lowest temperature

The length of his dive, in metres

The length of his dive, in minutes

5) For how long did Alezey hold his breath?

6) Alezey dedicated his record to his mother. What is the sad story 
behind this dedication?

Look at the news from Antarctica.

7) This island was “previously unknown”. What does this mean?

It wasn’t named until now

No-one knew about it before

No-one had ever visited the island before

8) Can you explain what has caused this island to appear?
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THE Government is urging people to be more careful before 
buying a puppy or kitten, to help stamp out cruel breeders. 

Some puppy and kitten breeders are more concerned with making  
money than taking care of their animals. Pets can be big business. 
Labrador puppies – Britain’s favourite dog last year – can sell for     
more than £1,000 each.

Buying an animal that has been bred in poor conditions can cause 
terrible health problems for the pet and heartache for the new owner.

“The animals reared on puppy farms are often in awful conditions, which 
can lead to chronic [serious] health problems, behavioural issues and, in 
the most tragic cases, death,” said Lord Goldsmith. 

To combat this problem, the Government has put together lots of 
information for people who are looking to buy a new four-legged friend. 
The advice might help people avoid huge vet bills, or buying an aggressive 
pet – which can result from animals being separated from their mothers 
too early.

In April, pets in England will get even more protection when Lucy’s Law 
comes into force. The new law will mean that only the people who breed 

puppies and kittens will be able sell the animals. In the past, puppy and 
kitten farms have sold the animals on to pet shops or to traders. This 
hides the cruel conditions at the farm, or health problems with the mother. 
It’s hoped the new law will put an end to cruel puppy and kitten farms.

If your family is thinking of getting a puppy or kitten, please read the 
advice first at getyourpetsafely.campaign.gov.uk.

BIG NEWS
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Questions on: ‘Paws for thought’

1) Who is giving people advice on buying pets?

First News 

The RSPCA charity 

The Government

2) Can you explain why pets can be ‘big business’?

3) Buying a pet from an unkind breeder can cause heartache for 
the pets and people. Make a list of the problems it can cause.

4) The Government would like “to stamp out cruel breeders”.
What does ‘stamp out’ mean here?

5) Puppies and kittens should never be sold under the age 
of eight weeks. What can happen if they are taken from their 
mothers too early?

6) What is going to happen in April?

7) Look at the last paragraph. This website address ends .gov.uk
What does this tell you?

8) Why is ‘Paws for thought’ such a great headline. 
Make sure you explain the pun!


