
Knowledge Organiser Focus: Everyday uses of materials

material Materials are what objects are made from.

properties This is what a material is like and how it behaves 
(soft, stretchy, waterproof)

transparent A material which allows light to pass through it 
so objects behind can be seen clearly. 

translucent A material which allows light to pass through but 
is not clear. 

opaque A material which does not allow light to pass.

object A thing that can be seen or touched. 

suitability Suitability means having properties which are 
right for a specific purpose. 

float To rest or move on or near the surface of liquid 
without sinking. 

magnetic Things that are attracted to metal.

Key vocabulary  

In the future 

I  identify and compare the suitability of a 
variety of everyday materials.

I will learn

I identify the materials objects are made from.

I  describe the simple properties of a variety of 
everyday materials.

I should already know

Thinking 
Deeper 

Challenge
Using your 

knowledge of 
materials and 
their uses, can 
you create an 
umbrella for a 

teddy using 
suitable 

materials?

I know why a material might or might not be used for 
a specific job.

Compare and group together 
different kinds of rocks on the basis 

of their appearance and simple 
physical properties



Knowledge Organiser Focus: Everyday uses of materials
Some common types of materials and their properties and uses. 

Objects that float stay at the top of 
liquid. 

Objects that are transparent allows 
light to pass through it.   

Objects that are magnetic 
are attracted to metal. You 
can use a magnet to test 

these. 



Knowledge Organiser Focus:

Write down some properties and uses for the below materials.
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True or false?

A pillow is soft.
Glass is transparent.
A rock is soft.
Gloves can be made from rubber.
Floating means it stays at the bottom 
of liquid.
Match the picture to the correct vocabulary to 

describe it. 

float

transparent

magnetic

Everyday uses of materials


