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Knowledge Organiser Focus: The Victorians

Art and Design
I know how to use charcoal, pencil and 
pastel to create art. 
I know how to use a viewfinder to focus on 
a specific part of an artefact before 
drawing it. 
I suggest how artists have used colour, 
pattern and shape. 
I know how to create a piece of art in 
response to the word of another artist. 
History
I recount the life of someone famous from 
Britain. 
I know how to use books and the internet 
to find out the past. 
I know what certain objects from the past 
might have been used for.
R.E
I know what makes different prayers wise. 
I know who is God and where he is. 

viewfinder A simple square or rectangle cut out of card that you can look through. It helps you 
focus on a certain part of an object or picture. 

Victorian Victorian refers to the years 1837 – 1901. This is the time when Queen Victoria
ruled the country.

era A long period in history. 

workhouse A workhouse was a place where very poor people could live and do unpleasant jobs 
in return for food.

wise Having or showing experience, knowledge and good judgement. 

prayer Prayer is an action in communication to God. A prayer can be silent or within a song. 
Prayer is often used to praise God or to ask for help or forgiveness.

• How to ask and answer questions 
about old and new objects.

• How to use words such as: old, and a 
long time ago.

• Use words and phrases like: before, 
past, then, and now.

To understand how to research a variety 
of time periods..
To conduct an enquiry into Islamic 
prayer. 
To identify different techniques by artists. 

• I can use what  see to describe 
features of a Victorian classroom

• Identify some differences and 
similarities to our own classroom 
now.

• Create a poster about Victorian life.
• Write a diary entry about how a 

Victorian school child’s first day.

•Street Child by Berlie Doherty.

•Gaslight by Eloise Williams.

•Cogheart by Peter Bunzl.

•Hetty Feather by Jacqueline Wilson.

•Twelve Minutes to Midnight by Christopher 

Edge.

Below is a picture of a Victorian classroom.. 

This app is called Stop Motion 
Studio. We will use it in class to 
create a stop-motion animation. 



Knowledge Organiser Focus:

History
What is the Victorian era?
The Victorian era was the period of Queen 
Victoria’s reign (when she was the Queen of 
England), from 29th June 1837 until her death on 
22 January 1901. 

Who is Queen Victoria?
Victoria was Queen of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland (1837-1901) and 
empress of India (1876-1901). 
Her reign was the longest of any 
monarch in British history and 
came to be known as the Victorian 
era. 

What were Victorian schools like?
Schools were not free until 1891. Up until then 
children had to pay to go to school. The 
Victorians came up with the idea that all 
children should go to school, and they checked 
to make sure the schools were up to scratch too. 
They were the first people to ask whether it was 
right to allow children to work. They introduced 
laws saying what you could and could not 
expect children to do. There could be as many 
as 70 or 80 pupils in one class, especially in 
cities. The teachers were very strict. Children 
were often taught by reading and copying things 
down, or chanting things till they were perfect.

Computing
We will be looking at stop-motion animation. 
Stop-motion animation is a series of pictures 
that are combined to create a video.

Stop-motion animations can make anything 
look like it is moving.

Victorian objects
Here are some everyday Victorian 
objects. 

iron                                    camera

speaker

bike

Art and Design

William Morris 

William Morris was a famous Victorian artist. 
He originally was going to become a priest but 
decided to devote his life to art instead. His 
career in designing started when he decorated 
his own house in London.

He designed stained glass windows

He designed stained tapestries and patterns 
for curtains and other fabrics. 

He was very famous for his wallpaper designs.

The Victorians



Knowledge Organiser Focus:

Who is Queen Victoria? What was William Morris famous for?

What is a stop-motion animation? 

What app can we use on our iPad to create a 
stop-motion animation?

How old was Queen Victoria when she became 
queen?

18 years old

21 years old 

32 years old

The Victorians 

What were these objects used for in the Victorian era?


