
Key words

sound Vibrations that travel through the air or another medium and can be heard when they 
reach a person's or animal's ear.

vibration Moving continuously and rapidly to and fro.

pitch Rate of vibrations being produced which impacts the degree of highness or lowness of a 
tone.

volume How loud something is.

insulation Material that prevents the loss of heat or the intrusion of sound.

transmit To pass on from one place to another.

travel Make a journey from one place to another.

particles Small portion of something.

movement Changing location. 

I will learn to identify how sounds are made, associating some of them with something vibrating. Find 
patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the object that produced it.

I can already compare how things move on different surfaces

In the future I will learn compare and group together everyday materials on the basis of their 
properties, including their hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity (electrical and thermal), and 
response

Thinking Deeper Challenge
Can you create a piece of 
music which changes in 
pitch and could be the 

soundtrack for our class 
book?

Sound



Sound

Sound is a form of energy like light.  Both 
travel in waves and can be reflected

Sound is made when something vibrates. 
Vibration is a rapid back-and-forth 
movement. 

Sound waves are caused by vibrations in 
the air. 

When an object vibrates, 
it causes movement in 
the air particles. 

These air particles vibrate too and then 
bump into other air particles which then 
start to vibrate and so on. 

A sound vibration spreads out in all directions from its 

sources, like ripples from a pond. This continues in waves 

until the vibrations run out of energy.  If the vibrations 

reach your ears, you will hear the sound.

Particles of air knock 

into each other. The 

vibrations are 

converted to 

electrical signals that 

your brain interprets 

as sound.

Pitch describes how low or high 

a sound is. Volume describes 

how loud or quiet a sound is.


