
Knowledge Organiser Focus: Being me in my world

Thinking Deeper Challenge

Where can we see the impact of the Ancient Islamic Civilisation and their creations 

in our world today? What legacy did they leave behind?

In the future

I will learn

I should already know

• I know that many early civilisations gave much to the world.

• I know how to use an atlas by using the index to find places.

• I know how to use some basic Ordnance Survey symbols.

• I know how to use Ordnance Survey symbols and six figure grid 

references.

• I can explain why I have chosen specific techniques to create my art.

• I can explain the style of my work and how it has been influenced by a 

famous artist.

• I can describe life in Ancient Sumer. 

• I can describe how life in Ancient Sumer developed.

• Combine visual and tactile qualities to create interesting surfaces and 

textures.

• . I know how an event or events from the past has shaped our 

life today.

• I know how Britain has had a major influence on the world.

• I know how to find at least 6 cities in the UK on map.

ancient Belonging to the very distant past and no longer in existence

caliph In Islamic History, the leader of the Muslim community.

dynasty Rulers who belong to the same royal family for generations

scholar A person who studies an academic subject and knows a lot 

about it.

Baghdad The capital of Iraq and was once the most advanced 

civilisation in the world in the 9th and 10th century.

calligraphy Decorate handwriting or handwritten lettering.

geometric A kind of mathematics that deals with shapes and figures.

merchant They deal goods that they do not produce themselves in 

order to get a profit.

civilisation A group of people with their own languages and way of life.

Ordinance Survey 

(OS) map 

Ordinance Survey is Britain’s mapping agency. OS 

create detailed up to date maps depicting the 

landscape’s human and physical features.

grid reference A grid reference tells you where something is on the 

map.

location A particular place or position.

symbol An image or object to represent something. 

index An alphabetical list of subjects, names or other 

information in a book.
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Early Islamic Civilisation

Silk Road 

The Silk Road was a vast trade network connecting Southern 

Europe, East Asia and East Africa via land and sea routes. It 

earned its name from Chinese silk, a highly valued commodity 

that merchants transported along these trade networks. 

Advances in technology and increased political stability caused an 

increase in trade, and the opening of more trade routes allowed 

travellers to exchange many goods: animals, spices, wool, gold and 

ideas.
House of Wisdom 

The House of Wisdom was built primarily as a library. The House became 

the home of ancient and modern wisdom during the Islamic Golden Age, 

preserving important works of scholarship from across Europe and the 

Middle East.

The Round city of Baghdad 

The Round City of Baghdad is the original core of Baghdad, built by 

the Abbasid Caliph al-Mansur in 762–766 CE. Its official name in 

Abbasid times was The City of Peace. The famous library known as 

the House of Wisdom was located within its grounds

Early Islamic Civilisation 

From the seventh to the thirteenth centuries CE, the Islamic Empire 

controlled vast stretches of Asia, Africa and Europe. Its extraordinary 

leaders, soldiers, scholars and scientists made the empire one of the most 

advanced civilisations the world had ever seen. The story of Islamic 

civilisation started with the birth of the Prophet Muhammad. 

Geography

Art

The Ordnance Survey (OS) is an organisation 

that creates maps of Great Britain.
Maps have grid lines on them—we use them to 

pinpoint locations by using grid reference. A 

four-figure grid reference is a handy way of 

identifying any square on a map, six-figure grid 

references are best for giving exact locations. 

Grid references are easy, as long as you 

remember that you always go along the corridor 

before you go up the stairs.

To pinpoint an exact place on a map, such as a 

church or farm building, then you will need to 

use a six-figure grid reference. 

Six figure grid references

1. Find the four-figure 

reference.

2. Imagine this square is 

divided into 100 tiny 

squares, 10 along the 

bottom, 10 along the top.

3. Still remembering to go 

along the corridor and 

then up the stairs, 

estimate how far across 

and then up the square 

the feature is.

Leonardo Da Vinci is 

probably best known 

as the famous artist 

who painted the ‘Mona 
Lisa’, which has hung 

in the Louvre gallery in 
Paris for over 200 

years.

Many of da Vinci's drawings 

and journals were made in his 

pursuit of scientific knowledge 

and inventions. His journals 

were filled with over 13,000 

pages of his observations of the 

world.
Many of his drawings were on the subject of anatomy. 

He studied the human body including many drawings 

on muscles, tendons, and the human skeleton. He had 

detailed figures of various parts of the body including 

the heart, arms, and other internal organs.


