
Knowledge Organiser Focus: Time travellers

Thinking Deeper Challenge

What are the similarities and 

differences between life during WW2 

and now? 

In the future

I will learn

I should already know

• I know about the main events of a period of history, explaining the order 

of events and what happened. 

• I know how Britain has had a major influence on the world. 

• I know how our locality today has been shaped by what happened in the 

past. 

• I can explain reasons for historical events with an extended piece of 

writing.

• I can explain causes and consequences of historical events.

• . I know how an event or events from the past has 

shaped our life today.

• I can draw a timeline with different historical periods 

showing key  historical events or lives of significant 

people.

Air raid siren A device that sounds an alarm to warn people when an air raid is 

expected.

Air raid 

shelter

A building or structure designed to protect people from bombs during 

air raids.

blitz An intensive or sudden military attack.

evacuation To leave a place.

ration A fixed amount of something.

blackout A period when all lights must be turned out or covered to prevent 

them being seen by the enemy.

allies A person, group or country that has joined with another for a 

particular reason.

evacuee A person evacuated from a place of danger.

propaganda A form of communication to distribute information that is designed 

to make people feel a certain way or to believe a certain thing.

spitfire A British fighter aircraft.

conscripted To compulsorily enlist someone typically into the armed services.

home front The people who stay in a country and work while that country’s 

soldiers are fighting in a war in a foreign country.

gas mask A mask that fits over the face areas and nose to protect from 

poisonous gases and hazards in the air.



Knowledge Organiser Focus: Being me in my world

World War II Music

Before the war, people volunteered for the armed forces but as the war progressed, men and women had to 

register for National Service. This conscription meant that they could then be ‘called up’ into the armed 

forces or into other jobs to help the war effort. Women were not given combat roles but they did many 

different jobs in the armed forces.

Supply ships were targeted by German bombers and it was necessary to conserve as much food as possible. 

Rationing meant that each person was only allowed a fixed amount of foods. Ration books were issued, 

with coupons that showed people how much of each item they were allowed. Shopkeepers would remove or 

stamp the coupons when they were used. People were also encouraged to ‘Dig for Victory’ and grow as 

much of their own food as possible. Petrol, soap, clothing and timber were also in short supply. Clothing 

ration books were issued and people were encouraged to ‘make do and mend’.

During World War II, over 3.5 million children, along with some of their teachers and helpers, 

mothers with very young children, pregnant women and people with disabilities, were evacuated 

from the cities to the countryside, where it was believed they would be safer from bombing. All 

evacuees had to take their gas mask, ration book and identity card. When they reached their 

destination, a billeting officer would arrange a host family for them. Evacuation happened in 

waves, beginning on 1st September 1939. Other waves occurred at the start of the Battle of 

Britain and at the start of the Blitz. 

She also presented her own radio programme called 

'Sincerely Yours' in which she read out messages from 

those separated by the conflict. She also won affection by 

showing herself ready to travel overseas to entertain the 

forces, including the long and difficult journey to Burma.

In 1969 she was awarded the OBE. In 1975 she was 

made a Dame of the British Empire.

Vera Lynn (1917 - 2020) was one 

of the superstars of entertainment 

during the War years and became 

known as 'The Forces' Sweetheart'. 

She released a number of very 

popular songs during the War 

years, including 'White Cliffs of 

Dover' and 'We'll meet again'.

Louis Armstrong (1901 – 1971) was 

one of the first popular African-

American entertainers despite 

American being racially segregated 

at the time. He was one of the most 

influential artists of the jazz ere.


