
You should already know:

Primary colours – blue, red and yellow 
Secondary colours – orange, purple and green.
Tertiary colours – one primary colour mixed with 
one secondary colour
Warm colours  - red, orange, yellow
Cool colours- blue, green, purple 
Sketching and observational skills – from 
portraiture using observational skills to produce 
accurate and realistic drawings.
Highlights and shadows – confident and able to 
showcase a range of shades and tones using a pencil 
from shadows to highlights.

Knowledge Organiser: Y7 Hybrid Creatures and surrealism 

You will learn:

Genre of art- differentiation between multiple 
genres of art mainly focussing on surrealism.
Characteristics of surrealism – be able to define 
and discuss characteristics of surrealism, showcase 
understanding in your own work using artist 
influence.
Artists analysis – be able to depict artist work with 
clear reference to the meaning of art and the 
history of art with specific reference to the 
surrealism movement.

Key concepts:

Genres and movements of art- alike pop art 
surrealism had a era where is was most popular and 
first came about – the surrealism movement (mid 
1920’s)
Expression art – artists use creating and making as a 
means of expression of mood, their personality and 
interests. 
Analysing of composition – surreal art has an 
intended and deliberate order of composition. As 
artists we need to analyse this and depict the meaning 
of the suggestion.

Greater depth stretch and challenge: History of art

Using online research and the site below create a 
timeline of genres between the 1800’s to current day 
and mark where the surrealism movement belongs and 
include as many artist references and links as possible.

https://www.ducksters.com/history/art/surrealism.php

Create a detailed artists fact file on Salvador Dali with 
images and research of his work.

https://www.ducksters.com/history/art/surrealism.php


Surrealism is a term used to describe art that is in a 
sense unrealistic. Surreal art is expressive, it can 
express truth or fiction. Lots of artists use surrealism 
as a way to express their theories or views in a visual 
way. Surrealism means "above realism".

Knowledge Organiser: Y7 Hybrid Creatures and surrealism 

Aesthetics: The 
aesthetics of something 
is the way in which it 
looks.

Expression: the action 

of making known one's 

thoughts or feelings.

Illusion: in art this is an 
image that can confuse 
or mislead you

Continuous line drawing:

creating a drawing or 

piece of art without 

lifting of your pen or 

pencil.

Drawing from memory: 
creating a drawing or 
piece of art from what is 
in your mind or existing 
memory. 

Surrealism 

Artist research and references

Salvador Dali was a Spanish 
surrealism artist who was best 
known for his striking and 
bizarre surreal art creations. He 
was considered to have been one 
of the greatest surrealism 
artists of all time.

When was the surrealism 
movement?
The movement began in the mid-
1920s in France and was born out 
of an earlier movement called 
Dadaism from Switzerland. peak 
in the 1930s.

“Have no fear of 
perfection – you'll 
never reach it”

Greater depth challenge – visit the site below to learn 
more & take a quiz to test your knowledge!
https://www.ducksters.com/history/art/surrealism.php

Surreal art is a way to express yourself 
with imperfections and a focus on 
meaning rather than the way something 
looks. Expression plays a huge part when 
creating surreal art, you create from 
your mind not from reality or real life. 
Exercises such as drawing from memory 
and continuous line drawing can be used 
to record thoughts and feelings. 

Surreal art 
can be a 

feeling or 
emotion

History of art 

Expression and personal art
Fact - Surrealism began as a 
philosophical movement that 
said the way to find truth in 
the world was through the 
subconscious mind and 
dreams.

Critical Analysis: artist research:

What do we know about the artist?
What is the theme or genre of the work?
Is the work realistic/abstract/surreal?
What message does the work communicate?
What media/materials/tools has the artist 
used?
What colour groups does the artist use? 
What shapes does the artist use? Why?
What mark-making techniques does the 
artist use? Why?
How big is the work? Why did the artist 
choose this scale?
Does the artist have a recognisable style. If 
so, explain what made you think this.
How does the work make you feel? Explain.
Does the colour, texture, form, theme, 
composition effect your mood?

https://www.ducksters.com/history/art/surrealism.php


Surrealism is a term used to describe…
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Aesthetics:

Expression:

Illusion:

Continuous line drawing:

Drawing from memory:

Surrealism 

Artist research and references

Salvador Dali was a Spanish 
surrealism artist who was best 
known for his striking and 
bizarre surreal art creations. He 
was considered to have been one 
of the greatest surrealism 
artists of all time.

When was the surrealism 
movement?
The movement began in the mid-
1920s in France and was born out 
of an earlier movement called 
Dadaism from Switzerland. peak 
in the 1930s.

“Have no fear of 
perfection –

”

Greater depth challenge – visit the 
site below to learn more & take a quiz 
to test your knowledge!
https://www.ducksters.com/history/a
rt/surrealism.php

Surreal art is a way to express 
yourself…

Surreal art 
can be a 

feeling or 
emotion

History of art 

Making your work about YOU…
How?
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Expression and personal art
Fact - Surrealism began as a 
philosophical movement that 
said the way to find truth in 
the world was through the 
subconscious mind and 
dreams.

Or optical 
illusions… 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/art/surrealism.php

