
  

  

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I hope that everyone has had a restful summer. I am delighted to be able to write to you in my first letter of the 

new academic year. Once again, last year the outcomes that our children achieved were stunning, in most areas 

above national average, placing us amongst the highest performing schools within Oasis Community Learning. 

Welcome to our new students and children 

I would like to welcome to the Oasis Academy Don Valley family our new children across EYFS. We are pleased 

that once again we are oversubscribed in our new cohorts with over 100% of our allocations being first 

preference choices. We also have another 120 children joining us in our Year 7 cohort. This is our most 

successful secondary cohort and we still have 23 on the waiting list. This demonstrates the growth in popularity of 

the Academy over the past 4 years as we have gone from just 34 children on the first day in September 2015 to 

608 now from September 2019. 

 



 

 

  

New staff and changes to staff roles and responsibilities 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome the following new Teaching staff in primary, Miss Naylor in Y4 and 
Miss Caudwell in Y3. Two Apprentice Teaching Assistants, Miss Akhtar and Miss Thompson, along with Miss 
Chantler our new Higher Level Teaching Assistant who will be supporting the children in our primary phase, have also 
joined us. 
 
In secondary, we have been joined by the following new teaching staff Miss Hemmen in English, Miss Muir in maths, 
Miss Kozma in science, Miss Harper in MFL, Mr Fish in Geography and Miss Kelshaw in Art. Along with support from 
Mr Oxley, our new cover supervisor and Miss Lasonder who is a teaching assistant 
 
Changes to role 
 

 Miss Dalton has now officially joined our Academy Leadership Team as our Director of Inclusion. 
 Miss Cheetham has joined our Middle Leadership Team, as Key Stage 1 Phase Lead. 
 Mr Mills has joined our Middle Leadership Team as Key Stage 3 Phase Lead. 
 Mrs Khan has taken on the role of the Academy’s Hub Leader alongside her role as a HLTA. 

 
Attendance 
 
The improvement in attendance this academic year will be a key strategic priority, our Academy target is for both 
phases to be at 96.5%. Last year as an Academy, we achieved Primary 94.6% Secondary 95.3% as you can see, we 
have a significant distance to travel within our Primary phase. To achieve this please can all parents and families pay 
attention to the following guidelines: 
 

 Make all appointments outside of the Academy day. 
 As an Academy, we will not authorise any term time leave. Last year we lost 845 days of learning and over 

1.3% of all absences was due to unauthorised holidays. 
 It will take the support of our whole Academy to achieve our attendance target this year this and it is important 

we work together throughout the year. 

Term Dates 
 
Oasis Community Learning made us aware at the end of August that they require all staff to attend the North East 
Conference, which we are proud to be hosting here at Oasis Academy Don Valley. Therefore, we have had to amend 
the term dates we advised prior to the summer break. 
 

Training Day 27.9.19 Training Day 

October half term holiday 28.10.19  – 1.11.19  

Half Term 2 4.11.19 – 20.12.19  

Christmas holiday 23.12.19 – 6.1.20       Training day 6.1.20 
Half Term 3 7.1.20 – 14.2.20  

February half term holiday 17.2.19 – 21.2.20  

Half Term 4 24.2.20 – 27.3.20  

Easter holiday 30.3.20 – 13.4.20  

Half Term 4 14.4.20 – 22.5.20        Bank holiday on 8.5.20 
Spring half term holiday 25.5.20 – 29.5.20  

Half Term 5 1.6.20 – 17.7.20  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Parents’ Evenings 
 
At the start of the term, we like to inform you of our parent evenings so that you can prioritise them in your diary. We 
believe that school communication is key to educational success and these evenings are an important part of that and 
we can ensure together that your child achieves their potential.  
 
Dates are as follows: 
 
25 November 2019 – All Primary and Year 7 

11 March 2020 - All Primary classes and Year 8  

Can I say thank you for your support for our Year 7 Meet the Advisory Teacher event and our Primary Parent 

meetings. We hope they have been informative and have offered you some guidance. 

OADV Hub provision 

I will be writing to you shortly concerning a change to our Academy Council and the introduction of a Hub council. 

Oasis as a wider group are committed to the transition of communities through an integrated Hub model. To support 

the development of our Hub provision here at OADV, Mrs Khan will be taking on the strategic leadership of our hub. 

This will focus on how we can develop further into an outward facing Academy working more closely with both pupils 

and our local community. I know that Mrs Khan is excited about this venture and is intending to introduce herself 

shortly to you all and share some of the internal thoughts and ideas we have around our Hub.  

Cars and car parking 

We have received communication from a number of parents about the car park at the top of the Olympic Legacy Park, 

this is not Academy property however, we recognise that many of our parents currently use this at the start and end of 

the day. If you are using the car park, please ensure that you are careful as there are very young children walking 

through with parents to the Academy. I have been made aware of drivers cutting across bays rather than using the 

outlined roadways and driving at speeds, which are unnecessary in such a confined space. 

Bikes and scooters 

If your child comes to the Academy on a bicycle or scooter, please can I advise that they wear a helmet and have 

lights (especially as the darker nights are drawing nearer) for their own health and safety. They also need to ensure 

that they lock up their property using our bicycle racks as an Academy we cannot take responsibility for them as they 

are brought on to the site at the owners own risk. 

The start of the new academic year is always exciting as we look forwards with promise over what the year can hold. 

I look forward to seeing many of you at our Academy events over the year. Please follow us on our website, twitter 

and Facebook for the most up-to-date Academy news. 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Mr J Pape, Principal 
Oasis Academy Don Valley 
 

 

 

 

T: 0114 2200400 

E: info@oasisdonvalley.org 
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