
 

 
 

 
17 February 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

 
As we arrive at the end of this half term, I would like to again extend my thanks and congratulate all 
of our children, students, staff and parents for how well everyone has continued to embrace and 
respond to the remote learning experience. 
 
The introduction of live lessons has been met with overwhelming positivity from our children and 
students and we are glad that this is enabling the Academy to maintain structure and continuity in 
their education, as well as providing them with valuable interaction with their peers and teachers.  
 
The Oasis Horizon’s iPad project has been an integral part of our offer and we are very grateful 
that Oasis chose us to be one of the first Academy’s to be part of this innovative development 
within our Trust. 
 
I would like to thank all those parents and carers who have sent us messages of support and 
gratitude – these are always very warmly received and much appreciated by our staff who are 
working hard to support the children and students in our care. Our staff have yet again embraced 
the new ways of working and I would like to thank them for all their hard work in ensuring the 
continuity of education for all. Can I also thank those parents, children and students who 
responded to the parental survey. The feedback we received was tremendously positive and we 
will act on any feedback in order to further develop our practice. 
 
The children, students and staff have had the opportunity to develop so many new skills and the 
creativity that has been on display, both in the Academy and at home has been fantastic to see. 
The artwork, baking, independent writing and our celebration of Chinese New Year are just some 
examples of what are children and students have produced to a phenomenal standard. 
 
Re-opening of schools 

In his announcement to Parliament, the Prime Minister confirmed that schools would not re-open 
before Monday 8 March 2021 and that this will be dependent upon a number of different factors, 
including infection rates and how successfully the Government has delivered its vaccination 
programme. We will receive two weeks’ notice of reopening and we believe it is quite likely that 
students will return on a phased basis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
It is very important that our community remains vigilant and adheres to the government guidelines 
in respect of lockdown.  In particular it is important that you do not leave, or be outside of your 
home except where necessary and remember that you cannot meet other people you do not 
live with, or have not formed a support bubble with, unless for a permitted reason. This is 

the single most important action we can all take as staying at home will protect the NHS and save 
lives. 
 
Following the return to after the half term break on Monday 22 February it will be important that all 
of our children and students continue to do as they are doing and remain fully engaged with online 
learning. As soon as we have any more information regarding the return to the Academy, we will 
be in touch. 
 
OADV Covid-19 testing in the Academy (secondary phase only) 
You may be aware that we have established our Covid-19 testing site within the Academy and we 
are pleased that this is running smoothly and helping to keep staff and students who are currently 
attending the Academy safe and reassured by providing lateral flow testing. A big thank you to the 
Administration team for setting this up and ensuring that it is running effectively and a huge well 
done to all those students who have shown a fantastic sense of maturity whilst undertaking their 
test. 
 
Free School Meals. 

Sheffield Local Authority have provided a £20.00 voucher to all children and students who are 
entitled to Free School Meals and have sent letters out to all parents and carers on how to redeem 
these. Children in Reception and Years 1 & 2 who normally receive Universal Infant Free School 
Meals are also receiving fortnightly food parcels delivered to their door by the ‘Direct to Pupil’ 
service. 
 
Finally, thank you for all your support during this past half term. Lockdown 3.0 has not been easy 
for any of us but hopefully with the vaccine rollout now gathering pace and spring on the way, 
things are looking more positive.  
 
Online learning will recommence on Monday 22nd February following the half-term break. It is 

important that all children and students are accessing their online learning and if there are any 
problems please don’t hesitate to get in touch with your child’s class teacher, pastoral manager, 
Advisory Teacher or by calling the Academy on 0114 2200 400 or via email at 
info@oasidonavlley.org.  
 
If your child has been attending the Academy then they should continue to do so and return on this 
date. 
 
I hope you enjoy the half term break. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
James Pape, Principal, 
Oasis Academy Don Valley 
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