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Wednesday 22nd April 2026 
  

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am writing to share an important update regarding leadership at Oasis Academy Don Valley. 

After more than a decade of dedicated service, Claire Michels, our Head of Primary, will be 
leaving us to become a principal within another Multi-Academy Trust.  

Claire joined Oasis Academy Don Valley in September 2015, and throughout her time here 
she has made a significant and lasting contribution to the academy, our pupils, and our 
families. While we are sad to see her go, we are incredibly proud of her achievement and 
delighted that her talent and leadership have been recognised in this way. 

Claire will remain with us for the rest of the academic year, ensuring a smooth transition for 
pupils, staff and families, and recruitment has begun for her successor.  

Until the end of the academic year, the academy will continue to be led by myself, Claire and 
our experienced senior leadership team, supported closely by Oasis Community Learning 
and our Regional Directors, Louisa Morris and Rachael MacLeod. As part of Oasis, we are 
able to draw on a wide network of expertise and leadership capacity to ensure stability and 
continued improvement. 

There will be no changes to the day-to-day experience for pupils. Our focus remains firmly 
on delivering high-quality education, strong pastoral care, and positive outcomes for every 
child. 

We understand that leadership updates can raise questions, and we are committed to 
keeping you informed throughout this period of transition. Further updates will be shared in 
due course. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of Oasis Academy Don Valley. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Nichola Smith 
Executive Principal 


