Primary Update V3

Primary update

Welcome back, | hope that you had a wonderful half term break. It was great to welcome all our children back in the
academy today, we have another jammed packed term ahead! This term the theme in all year groups is highlighted
on the below, if you would like to see more curriculum information please see our website: Curriculum Structure -
Oasis Academy Don Valley Class Curriculum newsletters will be sent out this week with more information.
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Chunk: Well-being week week
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As we turned the clocks back in the holidays the nights have now drawn in. We spoke with the children in assembly
about how to stay safe during the darker nights and will continue to do so. South Yorkshire Fire and Police have
produced a video to teach children how to keep safe, especially as Bonfire night is taking place this week, please see
the link: Dark Nights - Primary School Presentation

Thank you in advance for your continued support this term, we look forward to sharing events and learning
opportunities with you throughout the term.

Mrs Michels, Head of Primary

A huge well done to Class Hargreaves and Class

Rosen who last term were out attendance winners!

Both classes enjoyed a yummy treat for their

excellent attendance. Who will be the winners this Class

Lewis/Ahlberg

term? Class Hargrasves
Class Murphy
Class Rosen
Class Rosen
Class Morpurgo

Class Hargreaves

Punctuality update

Can we please ask that all children arrive on time for school, the primary office is becoming very congested
in the mornings and as staff are trying to work with parents this is often delayed due to many children
arriving late. Please ensure your child enters school with their class through the class doors at 8.30am,
thank you for your support with this.



https://www.oasisacademydonvalley.org/curriculum/primary/curriculum-structure
https://www.oasisacademydonvalley.org/curriculum/primary/curriculum-structure
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfFenwyoZcg&t=14s

Black History Month 2025

Black History Month 2025

“Standing Firm in Power and Pride.”

The theme this year, is about remembering those who stood
strong in the face of injustice, and celebrating the creativity,
leadership, and courage that continues to shape our world
today.

We started the celebration with an assembly followed by
each year group learning about a significant person who has
faced injustice and made change.

The Write Stuff
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We are learning about Malorie Blackman

This half term, the children across primary have written a variety of
different texts using our approach to writing "The Write Stuff’. This
approach enables children to practise different sentence types and new
grammatical features with the support of their teacher. The children
then apply what they have learnt in these lessons to their own
independent learning.

Throughout the writing process, children are given a variety of words and
phrases that they can use to improve their writing and time is given in
each lesson for children to explore new words. This stage really relies on
children to have a wealth of reading in their back pocket, as the more
that they have read — the more they have to borrow from!

See our website for more details about our writing curriculum: WritingintheOCLPrimaryCurriculum.pdf



https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1761910870/oasiscommunitylearning/oasiscommunitylearning/rzx4dadc6ebs62pthf1a/WritingintheOCLPrimaryCurriculum.pdf

Highlights from Autumn Term 1

Team Nursery

What a fantastic start it has been — we have welcomed our Nursery children to full
time sessions, and this has been incredible to see! The children have become
familiar with their new routines and enjoy picking what's for lunch! We have made
phonics resources, and we have been exploring our new provision in lots of
different ways — from baking, to painting! We cannot wait to see what this new half
term brings!

Class Ahlberg

What a fantastic start to the first term for class Ahlberg! It has been an exciting start to the
year filled with creativity and lots of learning. The children have settled beautifully into
their new routines in reception.

The children have begun their learning journey with the story of the three little pigs in
writing, they have explored the characters through discussion and drawings, and they
have enjoyed acting out the story, taking turns to play the big bad wolf. They have had
great fun building houses from sticks, straw and bricks, laughing as some of them tumbled
down. In phonics, the children have been working hard to learn the sound of the
graphemes and to practise writing them, developing their early reading and writing skills
every day.

In music the children have been practising the songs from The Lost Whale and have been
fantastic at remembering the words! They also enjoyed a music workshop, where they
explored different instruments such as drums and bells while singing along. The highlight
of the term was the children’s first school trip to the musical
theatre. It was so special for them to see The Lost Whale come
to life on the stage. They
were very excited and
joined in beautifully with
the orchestra.




Class Donaldson

Class Murphy

Mrs Ismail has been so proud of Class Donaldson this term. They have settled into school
brilliantly, quickly learning our rules and routines and embracing the Don Valley way. It has
been a term full of fun and fantastic learning.

The children loved reading The Storm Whale and
learning all the songs that went with it. They
took part in an exciting music workshop with
John from Music in the Round where they
explored different instruments and created their
own storm soundscape in preparation for their
big performance at the Crucible Theatre. During
the visit, every child behaved beautifully and
represented our school with pride.

In the final week of term, we celebrated Diwali and Black History Month. The children
made glittery fireworks, crafted Diya lamps from playdough and clay, and learned about
the inspiring mathematician Katherine Johnson by making rockets.

They also explored the work of artist Uzo
Egonu and created colourful shape-printing
artwork inspired by his style. What a
brilliant start to the year!

In Class Murphy we have had a fantatic start to the year! Everyone has settled in

beautifully and have adapted to the new routines of Key stage 1. Its been a busy and

exciting start to the year filled with creativity, curisoty and lots of learning!

In english the children have completed their vey first independent wirte of the year- 1 am

so proud of their efforts.
In Maths we been exploring
part-part-whole models.They
have enjoyed exploring how
the same number can be
represented in different ways!
In RW we have been learning
about the story of Genesis and

In Design and technology we have been investigating

>IC*COLLAGE

created incredible stain glass A
windows to represent each day of the creation. 4

how different structures stay upright. The children \ N, 5
experiemented with a range of materials to build their own strucutres-it wasnt always
easy when they kept toppling over.




In music we have been
exploring the world of
rock and roll, learning
about the famous
musician Elvis Presely.
The children have also
become musicians
themselves coposing
their own body
‘ percusion peice.
WEENYEE  We have also been
exploring new apps on our ipads including explain everything, Magma maths and sumdog,
which has made our learning even more exctiting.
It has been a wonderful start to the year and | cant wait to see what the rest of th year
bring!

PIC-COLLAGE

Class Ross

Year 1 Ross have had an

L In maths we have used
amazing first half term. The

counters to
children have produced their

artion numbers into part part
first Big write which is P partp

. . whole.
displayed on our Writing

GalleryGallery.

The children have learnt about the 5 senses and have
used the sense taste to explore the taste of different
foods.

L]

In art it has been fun learning to mix colours with pastles.

To
celebrate Black History Month, we have learnt about the authour Malorie Blackman. We
listened to her stories. Then made book covers and wrote book reviews.

Class Hargreaves

PIC-COLLAGE

In Y2 we have been working really hard to develop our understanding of Place Value and
used tens and ones to support our learning.

We have also created some wonderful self-portraits in our Art lessons which we then
adapted to the style of Pablo Picaso.




Class Dahl

PiC-LOLLAGE

In Year 2 we celebrated Heritage Week by learning about Black History Month and
Remembrance Day.

As part of Black History Month, we learnt about the life of Olive Morris and how she
became an inspirational figure who spoke up for what she believed in.

We learnt about why people wear red poppies and had a go at sketching and painting our
own watercolour poppies.

Class Wilson

It has been a wonderful start to KS2 for our year 3s! They have really grown so much in such a short
space of time and we are really proud of the progress they have made. We have been learning all
about the human skeleton in science. They have been labelling the different bones and muscles in
the body. We loved recognising these muscles in our own bodies and how they work together to

make our skeletons move.

We have also enjoyed being creative in our art lessons. The children arranged a still life in the
classroom using fruit and took a photo of this on their iPads. They then looked closely at the way the
light created bright tones and dark tones on the fruit. We used the techniques shading and cross-
hatching to create depth to our sketches.

Class Lewis

It has been an amazing start to the academic year in Year 3. The children have been using
their maths knowledge to add and subtract three-digit numbers with growing confidence.
Throughout the term, we’ve explored different strategies to deepen understanding,
including the use of manipulatives and the column method. Working with partners, the
children have enjoyed calculating a range of sums and solving problems together. Their
enthusiasm and teamwork have made our classroom a vibrant space for learning and
discovery!




Class Blyton

Class Blyton have had an absolutely incredible start to the year. Where do we even begin?
This term, we’ve thrown ourselves into our learning with enthusiasm and creativity. In
English, we’ve been diving into Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, exploring Roald Dahl’s
wonderful world while developing our own descriptive writing skills.

In Science, we’ve been investigating the digestive system —
making key links between our lessons and even creating our
own life-sized model to see how it all works!

In Art we have been sketching, we’ve been experimenting
with 3D forms and shading techniques, and we’ve created
some fantastic self-portraits inspired by the artist Mary
Beale.

We ended the half term on a real high with our amazing trip
to Grimm & Co! The children’s behaviour was exemplary —
they made us so proud. Throughout the day, we immersed
ourselves in creative story writing, letting our imaginations
run wild.

Everyone worked incredibly hard to produce their very own
storybooks, which they’ve now brought home to share with

you. What a wonderful start to the year it’s been! We can’t wait to
see what the next half term brings!

Class Walliams

Class Walliams have had a fantastic start to Year 4! The children have settled in brilliantly,
and | couldn’t be prouder of how much enthusiasm and effort they’ve shown this half
term.
It's been a whirlwind of learning and excitement! In
Maths, we’ve mastered place value and tackled

addition and subtraction with

exchanges like true mathematicians.

In English, our class has been

completely captivated by Charlie and

the Chocolate Factory! The children

produced some truly scrumptious narratives inspired by Roald Dahl’s magical
world — they really let their imaginations run wild!

Science has been just as fascinating — we’ve become
mini experts on the digestive system and even carried
out a hands-on (and slightly messy!) experiment to
see how it all works. We have created our own
bridges using card board in DT and every Tuesday
morning, we’ve been diving into our swimming
lessons at Ponds Forge. It's been amazing to see the
children growing more confident each week,
especially with front strokes.

To celebrate Black History Month, we have
started learning all about the amazing poet
Benjamin Zephaniah and created fact files all
about him.




To top off this action-packed half term, we visited Grimm & Co for an enchanting story-
writing workshop, where the children created their very own tales. What an incredible day
it was! We can’t wait to see what the next half term brings for our wonderful Year 4
adventurers!

What an amazing start to the year class Rowling
have had — they have demonstrated real
resilience despite some unexpected changes. An
enormous well done to everybody for their
amazing listening skills and thoughtful
contributions to discussions around our class
story and first writing topic ‘The Boy at the Back
of the Class’. Every student has shown such
Class Rowli ng empathy and consideration, and we couldn’t be
prouder. Mrs Harper has loved working with Year
5 this year teaching German, and class Rowing
have loved this too. Young Voices practice has
already begun and we look forward to being
ready to sing our hearts out when we get to
experience this in the new year!

Class Rosen have had such a brilliant start to year 5. They
have approached new learning with resilience and tenacity.
In DT, they have built bridges — they used team work to
make sure that these were built according to the success
criteria and communicated effectively to make sure their
design was strong. Within writing, they have written their
own meeting narrative and have shown real maturity and
empathy when reading our class text ‘Boy at the back of the
class’. In PE, the pupils have been practising their rugby skills
and how to dodge effectively and how to score in the game.
Rosen are realising how important it is to attend each day

CIass Rosen and have won the attendance award more than once!
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We have had an absolutely brilliant start to the academic year in Year 6! A huge shoutout
to all the children for their incredible effort during Mock SATs week. They gave it their all
and we couldn’t be prouder. Another highlight has been our class story, ‘There’s a Boy in
the Girls’ Bathroom’, which the children have absolutely loved. It has inspired some truly
fantastic writing and sparked lots of thoughtful discussions. We have also been blown
away by the beautiful artwork the children have produced inspired by George Stubbs.
Their horse drawings show real creativity and attention to detail. Well done, Year 6!
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Class Morpurgo and
Class Pratchett

Parent Key Dates

Please make a note of the parent event dates for this half term:

DiaryADaiies

Year Group Date Time
Year 1 20 November 2pm
Year 6 25™ November- 2.15pm
MOCK SATs 2 review
Year 2 27t November 2pm
Year 4 26 or 271" November TBC
Grimm & Co workshop — more details to follow
Reception 3 December 2.15pm

Year 5 4t December 2.15pm

Year 3 11t December 2pm

Nursery 12t December 2025 8:45am for morning and full day
children

2:00pm for afternoon children.




Reception Monthly Meets

We will be putting on monthly meets for reception parents, led by Miss De Sousa. These will have multiple
specific topics that will benefit children in reception and help parents and guardians understand how we
learn when we are in our classes. Please find the table of dates below, there will be letters to follow as
some of the workshops have materials to accompany them; and we need to make sure that there are

enough resource packs.

Reception Monthly Meet Dates
Montily Meels

November Phonics and Reading 4t November 2025
2" December 2025
13t January 2026
10t February 2026
374 March 2026
215t April 2026

19t May 2026

9t June 2026

December Phonics and Writing

January The Importance of Play

February Horizons —iPads in Reception
March Maths and Early Years

April Derived from feedback — what

May would parents like to look at?

June Question and Answer —

Transition and Year 1

Reading at home

Reading is one of the most important skills your child can develop,
and it doesn’t stop in the classroom. Reading at home helps children

“OADRM.Rocket
Readers

grow their vocabulary, improve their imagination, and build
confidence in their learning. Just 10—-15 minutes a day can make a

huge difference to your child’s fluency and vocabulary development.
To instil 2 love of reading and ensure that our children

To support your child’s progress, we ask that all children read at
home at least three times a week. This could be a bedtime story, a
comic book, or even reading signs and labels together—every little
bit counts!

Finding something that your child is engaged with and interested in is
the first step. Your child’s reading logs are checked by class teachers
in school and each week the class with the highest percentage of
Rocket Readers are celebrated. Please see below the final
percentages for the last week of Autumn 1. In Autumn 2, we are
aiming for them all to end on 100%!

achieve their full potential we encourage all children to
rezd at least 3 times a week at home. Once 2 child has
achieved this, they will get to place = rocket in their

class ‘rocket jar’. At the end of every half term a child

from each class is randomly selected from their classes
‘rocket jar', so the more rockets a child gets in the jar

the more likely they are to be chosen. The child who is
selected then receives a token for our reading vending

machine!




Maths APP update

In every newsletter we will share some of our Maths online super stars. We have some great programmes that have
a significant impact on Maths knowledge and progress, so we want to celebrate the successful learners!

In October the 3 students from Y5
who have collected the most coins
on TTRS are:

Nico
Isabelle
Adam

In October, the following children
have the highest number of learning
hours on Sumdog:

Year 1 — Musa Amin
Year 2 — Ishag Hussain
Year 3 — Ibrahim Aslam
Year 4 — Yahya Minas
Year 5 — Ibraheem Latif
Year 6 — Zakaria Islam

The following children from Y1
have impressed their teachers this
month.

Rayyan Abdulhakkem
Anfa Ahmad
Zain Anis

Primary After School Clubs

Primary Enrichment Timetable
AUT2 - November/December 2025

Staff training
No enrichment
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