
 

 
 
 
1 December 2020 
 
Dear Parent / Carer,  
 

 
We are excited to inform you about the upcoming English assessments. At the end of each term, 
students sit an English assessment that tests their knowledge and understanding of the text studied 
that they have studied. Students will be asked to respond to an unseen extract and produce several 
analytical paragraphs in the form of an essay. These assessments are extremely demanding, and 
students will receive an age-related GCSE grade ranging from 1-9 which is a useful tool check 
progress.  
 
So far, we have been incredibly impressed and proud with the determination and resilience our 
students have shown in previous end of term English assessments; our students have always taken 
this very seriously and have put in their best efforts.  
 
However, as many things this year, the assessments will look slightly different as we will not be able to 
set up our main hall for all students to sit their exam at the same time. For this reason, some students 
will sit their assessment in their regular classrooms, but this will not take away from the importance of 
the assessment and the same exam conditions will still apply.  
 
The assessments will take place during periods 1 and 2 in the second week of December on the 
following days:  
 

 Monday 7th December 

 Tuesday 8th December 

 Wednesday 9th December 

In order to helps students with their revision for this assessment, they should regularly study their 
knowledge organiser and they have also been set additional revision work on their Microsoft Teams 
channels.  
 
By the end of their English revision, students should: 

 Know all characters, including their function in the text, their qualities and characteristics, their 

actions and when they appear in the novel. 

 Know all key events in the story. 

 Be able to talk about the authors’ intentions and influences on the writing of the text (context). 

 Be able to identify and analyse a range of literary features and techniques. 

 Be able to confidently analyse how writers use language to create images and impressions i.e. 

which words in a quote are the most powerful or meaningful? Why? What images / impressions 

do they create? 

 In addition, Year 9 should be able to recall a range of key quotations. 

We are confident that our students will be as determined, resilient and professional as they have been 
in previous assessments.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Miss L Hemmen 
Acting Head of English  


