9" June 2026

Dear Parents, Carers and Neighbours,

| wanted to take the opportunity to write to you and to introduce myself. | am delighted and
honoured to have been appointed as the new Principal of Oasis Academy Don Valley, and | am
very much looking forward to getting to know our students, our families, and the wider
community | will have the privilege of serving.

Throughout my career, | have been driven by one belief: that a great education changes lives and
that every child deserves the very best. Over the past twenty years, as a teacher and as a senior
leader, | have worked with young people from the Early Years right through to Sixth Form. That
belief is what has brought me here, and it is the belief that will shape everything | do.

I would also like to take this opportunity to reassure you that Mrs Smith will remain as Executive
Principal. | will be working closely with Mrs Smith in the coming weeks, months, and years to
ensure strong leadership and continuity for the academy. Together, we are committed to
building on the strengths of Don Valley and securing the best possible outcomes for all our
students.

| have spent time this week getting to know our students and staff. | have been struck by the
warmth of this community, the genuine commitment of the staff team, and the calm focus from
Early Years through to Year 11. These are real strengths to be proud of, and they are foundations
| am committed to building on so that every student leaves Don Valley with the knowledge,
qualifications, and character to lead a successful and fulfilling life.

A successful school depends on all of us working together. You, as parents and carers, make the
most important contribution of all to your children's success, and | am genuinely excited to
build on the relationship between our families and the academy.

| am excited to have started this week and look forward to getting to know you and your families
over the coming weeks. Throughout this final half term of the school year, | will be arranging a
number of opportunities for us to meet in person. | will write to you again very shortly with
further details. In the meantime, please do say hello if you see me at the school gate or around
the academy. Your voice matters, and | would very much like it to be part of every decision we
make.

Don Valley is our school, and together we will continue to build something we can all be proud
of.

Yours faithfully,
Executive Principal: Mrs N Smith

- [
ﬂh Head of Secondary: Mr P Davies
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