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Dear Parents/Carers 

As we approach the half-term break, I wanted to take a moment to share a positive update 

regarding leadership at our academy and outline the next steps in our journey. 

As many of you know, the academy’s leadership structure has been under review for some 

time. As part of this planned development, we have now advertised for a Principal of Oasis 

Academy Don Valley, with the intention of appointing a leader to guide the school from 

September. 

This marks an exciting step forward.  

The appointment will build on the strong foundations already in place and support the next 

phase of the academy’s development.  

In addition, Rachel Cruise, Head of Secondary, will be leaving at Easter to take up a 

promotion. We are delighted for Rachel as she takes this next step in her career and thank 

her for her valued contribution to the academy. 

From Easter until the end of the academic year, the academy will continue to be led by 

myself and our experienced senior leadership team, supported closely by Oasis 

Community Learning and our Regional Directors, Louisa Morris and Rachael MacLeod. As 

part of Oasis, we are always able to draw on wider expertise and leadership capacity to 

ensure stability and continued improvement. 

There will be no immediate changes to the day-to-day experience for pupils. Our focus 

remains firmly on delivering high-quality education, strong pastoral care and positive 

outcomes for every child. 

We know leadership updates can raise questions, and we are committed to keeping you 

informed as the recruitment process progresses. Further updates will be shared in due 

course. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of Oasis Academy Don Valley. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Nichola Smith 
Executive Principal 


